
NOVEMBER 1ST – 2ND, 2018 
The Grand Hotel Marriott Golf Resort and Spa

One Grand Boulevard, Point Clear, Alabama 36564

Presenting Sponsors Silver Sponsors

The four state Aerospace Alliance was formed to establish the U.S. Southeast region as a world-class aerospace and aviation 
corridor. The Alliance member states of Alabama, Mississippi, Florida and Louisiana share goals of promoting the region’s 
common assets and leveraging opportunities to grow the sector in the region.

About the Aerospace Alliance

For more information, contact Melissa Medley, Executive Director of The Aerospace Alliance at 850.558.6909 
or mmedley@aerospacealliance.com.

2018 AEROSPACE ALLIANCE 

ANNUAL SUMMIT
Presented by Florida Power & Light and Space Florida

10:20 a.m.   NETWORKING BREAK  |  Azalea ABC Foyer – Conference Center 
  Hosted by Summit Platinum Sponsor NASA Michoud Assembly Facility

10:35 a.m.   AEROSPACE ALLIANCE REGION EDUCATION UPDATE 
  JOHN WATRET, PhD. Chancellor, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University-Worldwide

10:40 a.m.   INNOVATIONS IN AEROSPACE – CHANGING THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT 
  Moderated by VAGO MURADIAN - Aerospace & Defense Report, featuring keynotes by RAANAN HOROWITZ,  
  Elbit Systems of America and ROBERT HASTINGS, Bell

Aerospace is one of the most visionary, forward-leaning industry sectors worldwide. From advances in defense technologies, to 
improvements in the human experience of flight, and space exploration - the research, design and engineering associated with the 
industry drives man’s quest for knowledge and fuels our imaginations. But what technologies are being explored today that will change 
the industry’s future? Discover the latest through this series of three mini-keynotes bookended by an interactive Q&A. 

VAGO MURADIAN is the editor of the Defense & Aerospace Report, an online video news website he launched 
in 2016 that has garnered a worldwide senior-level audience with exclusive and in-depth interviews with 
international security leaders. For more than 25 years, the defense and aerospace community worldwide 
has relied on Vago’s reporting and editorial opinions. His in-depth coverage and analysis of national and 
international security has made him a go-to authority on policy, strategy, innovation, technology, programs  
and budgeting. His reporting and commentary have been cited in books and quoted in international publications, 
and he is a frequent speaker, panelist and moderator at global defense and aerospace conferences. He also 
lectures at the Defense Acquisition University at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. 

RAANAN HOROWITZ was named Elbit Systems of America’s President and CEO in 2007. He leads the strategic 
and operational direction of the company, and serves as a member of its Board of Directors. Raanan has been 
instrumental in leading Elbit Systems of America’s organic growth and strategic acquisitions, resulting in its 
evolution as a leader in combat readiness for the defense industry. Its commercial aviation division is pioneering 
global changes in aviation safety by providing low visibility solutions for commercial airlines, cargo carriers, and 
business jet operators. Today, Elbit Systems of America operates in six geographical locations in the U.S., including 
Texas, New Hampshire, Virginia, Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi. Under his leadership, Elbit Systems of America 
has been recognized three times by The Ethisphere Institute as one of the “World’s Most Ethical Companies.”

In his role as Executive Vice President of Communications and Government affairs, ROBERT HASTINGS leads 
the Bell’s internal and external communications, marketing communications, branding, corporate giving, and 
community and public affairs and serves as the company’s Chief of Staff. Robert joined Bell from Northrop 
Grumman where he served as vice president of communications for the Information Systems Sector. Previously, he 
was appointed by President George W. Bush to serve as Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs. Robert is 
a retired U.S. Army officer with more than 30 years combined federal and state military experience. In 2009 he was 
awarded the DoD Distinguished Public Service Medal and was honored by the University of Maryland as its 2010 
Distinguished Alumni. He is a licensed commercial pilot with broad experience in both military and civilian aircraft.

11:50 a.m.   THE AEROSPACE ALLIANCE, A DECADE OF INNOVATION AND SERVICE 
  Chairman Neal Wade

12:00 p.m.   NETWORKING LUNCHEON

1:00 p.m.   ADJOURN
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AEROSPACE ALLIANCE ANNUAL SUMMIT AGENDA
DAY 1 | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST

Registration from 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Azalea Foyer – Conference Center

AEROSPACE EDUCATION & WORKFORCE SESSIONS 
All Sessions – Azalea ABC: Conference Center
The Aerospace Alliance Annual Summit brings attention to issues that matter most to the aerospace industry. A topic of perennial interest, the alignment of 
education and workforce capabilities to corporate needs will be the topic of panels and discussion among postsecondary institutional leaders, workforce, 
economic development, and other professionals. Outcomes from the meeting will be presented during the plenary session and will inform Aerospace 
Alliance activities throughout the year.

1:30 p.m.   “A DECADE OF INNOVATION – WHAT LIES AHEAD” – WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
  Neal Wade, Aerospace Alliance Chair

1:50 p.m.   INNOVATION DEMANDS NEW SKILLS - AEROSPACE COMPANY PANEL DISCUSSION 
  Moderated by JOHN WATRET, PHD. Chancellor, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University-Worldwide

2:40 p.m.  NETWORKING BREAK  |  Azalea Foyer

3:00 p.m.   EDUCATION & TRAINING – AEROSPACE READINESS BEST PRACTICES 
  Moderated by JEFF LYNN, Vice Chancellor Workforce & Economic Dev., Alabama Community College System

3:50 p.m.  FACILITATED SESSION – COLLABORATING ACROSS THE AEROSPACE ALLIANCE REGION  
  TO MEET AEROSPACE WORKFORCE NEEDS

4:20 p.m.   EDUCATION & WORKFORCE SESSION FINAL REMARKS 
  NEAL WADE, Aerospace Alliance Chair

4:30 p.m.  ADJOURN

5:45 p.m.  AEROSPACE ALLIANCE WELCOME RECEPTION  |  Grand Ballroom Patio 
  Hosted by Summit Presenting Sponsors and the Secretaries of Commerce of the Aerospace Alliance States

6:30 p.m.   DINNER WITH KEYNOTE– AVIATION INNOVATION – WHAT LIES AHEAD 
  JACK O’BANION, Vice President, Strategy & Customer Requirements, Lockheed Martin Advanced  
  Development Programs (ADP) Skunk Works®

SKUNK WORKS is the pseudonym for Lockheed Martin’s Advanced Development Programs (ADP). In business, 
engineering, and technical fields, the designation “skunk works” is widely used to describe a group within an 
organization given a high degree of autonomy, unhampered by bureaucracy, tasked with working on advanced or secret 
projects. Over the course of its history, Lockheed Martin ADP Skunk Works has designed some of the world’s most 
well-known aircraft including the U-2, the Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird, the Lockheed F-117 Nighthawk, Lockheed Martin 
F-22 Raptor, and the Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II, which are used in the air forces of several countries. But the 
organization isn’t resting on its laurels – see what Skunk Works has planned for the future.

In his role working directly with Department of Defense customers, JACK O’BANION is responsible for 
understanding the operational challenges customers face throughout the battlespace and the identification of 
innovative solutions to address those challenges. Jack’s duties include alignment of ADP’s vision and strategy 
with current and emerging customer requirements, identification of the necessary technology investments to 
meet those requirements, and formulation of new product initiatives. Jack’s work at the Skunk Works includes 
projects ranging from new Air Dominance and Strike platforms and capabilities, to Autonomy and Human/
Machine Teaming, Hypersonics, and advanced power generation solutions such as Compact Fusion Power. 
Jack’s efforts also include enhancements to current weapon systems to enhance their effectiveness and 
maintain their relevance in the face of rapidly changing operational needs.

8:30 p.m.  ADJOURN

Registration from 7:00 a.m. - NOON Azalea Foyer – Conference Center

All Sessions – Azalea ABC: Conference Center

7:30 a.m.   NETWORKING BREAKFAST  |  Azalea ABC – Conference Center

8:30 a.m.   WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS – “WHAT LIES AHEAD” 
  NEAL WADE, Aerospace Alliance Chair & GREG CANFIELD, Alabama Secretary of Commerce

8:40 a.m.  KEYNOTE – WE MAKE IT FLY - AIRBUS PIONEERING THE FUTURE 
  PAUL GASKELL, Head of Airbus A220 FAL Project & A220 Operations - Mobile

In just a few decades, Airbus has become a global leader in aviation and aerospace. While headquartered in Europe, a major part of the 
company’s growth and success has come in one of the most competitive markets in the world - the United States. Recognized as one 
of the most innovative aerospace companies worldwide, Airbus has spent some $200 billion dollars with hundreds of U.S. suppliers 
– spending that helps support 200,000 American jobs – making Airbus the largest export company for the U.S. aerospace industry. 
Airbus continues to grow its business network focusing on innovation and disruptive technologies. Find out what lies ahead for Airbus.

As Head of the Airbus A220 FAL Project & A220 Operations in Mobile, PAUL GASKELL currently serves the 
Company as Vice President of Single Aisle Industrial Planning, Capacity Management & Ramp Up Readiness. He 
has responsibility for short & long term planning for four locations, eight assembly lines, and 600+ aircraft per 
year. He leads efforts to ramp-up the program from 48 to 63 aircraft per month over the next two-and-a-half years, 
including management of a capex budget in excess of $1.1 Billion. Paul has been critical to the Airbus FAL project 
in Alabama throughout its many iterations.

9:30 a.m.   KEYNOTE – HOW AUTONOMOUS TECHNOLOGIES ARE CHANGING THE WAY WE TRAVEL 
  DEAN BUSHEY, PH.D., General Manager, Voyage

One of the transportation sector’s most innovative strategies in recent years has been the removal of the driver or pilot from the 
vehicle. Self-driving vehicles are anticipated to impact everything from retail to transit and will change the economics of these markets. 
But how does this translate to the aerospace industry? Find out how self-driving technology will change the transportation landscape 
across all sectors and how one company is concentrating on certain target populations that would benefit as early adopters of advance 
transportation vehicles.

DR. DEAN BUSHEY is a retired Air Force colonel with 25 years of military, academic and industry experience. 
He has worked as a computer scientist, educator, pilot, and unmanned systems expert in both the civilian and 
military sectors. Leveraging his expertise in autonomous technologies, Dr. Bushey recently joined Voyage as 
its overall Business Manager for the largest deployment of Autonomous Vehicles in the U.S. He has taught 
in a variety of capacities, most recently at Florida Polytechnic University and at the U.S. Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs. Dean has both a Ph.D. and Master’s degrees in computer science from Clemson University, 
with research and special interests in advanced technologies – unmanned systems, systems engineering 
and applied software engineering. With over 4500 hours of command flight experience, he has served as an 
instructor pilot in six different aircraft for the U.S. Air Force, including advanced unmanned combat aircraft.  
He is a pilot and instructor-qualified on the following aircraft: Lockheed C5 Galaxy, Beech C-12 Super King Air, 
C-20 Gulfstream, MQ-1 Predator, DA-24 Diamond and T-3.

KENNETH WITCHER, 
PHD, FRAeS, 
Dean, College of 
Aeronautics, Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical 
University – 
Worldwide

MICHAEL “MAC” 
MCDANIEL, 
Director of Aviation 
Programs, Alabama 
Community College 
System

RON GARRIGA, 
Associate Executive 
Director of US 
Campus Operations, 
Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical 
University - 
Worldwide 

Appointed as director of the Department of 
Commerce in 2011, GREG CANFIELD has led 
the state’s economic development programs 
under two governors. Prior to joining Commerce, 
Greg served in the Alabama House of 
Representatives as chairman of the Commerce 
& Small Business Committee.

NEAL WADE serves as director of the 
University of Alabama Economic Academy 
where he is providing a new approach to 
training the next generation of the professional 
economic developers. A founding member,  
Neal serves as the Chair of the four-state 
Aerospace Alliance.
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